
Religious Expression and Emotional Injury

Gender identity, sexuality and same-sex marriage have become common topics in today’s
society and must be addressed in today’s church.

It is vital that your church have a written statement of faith or by-laws that governs your ministry
and outlines your organization's religious beliefs. That document must:

1. Specify the church’s beliefs on membership, discipline, marriage, gender and sexuality,
and

2. Include a statement that restricts the use of your facilities to activities that are consistent
with your church’s beliefs.

During everyday operations, stay consistent and true to these governing documents and
follow all provisions. These steps are necessary in order to obtain Religious Expression or
Emotional Injury insurance coverage, which is designed to protect your church from claims
of emotional injury. This optional coverage features added benefits, including emotional
injury liability and legal defense costs.

Much of the concern over religious expression stems from the June 2015 Supreme Court
ruling on same gender marriage. The Religious Expression And Your Church e-book opens
with an explanation of this ruling and what role the First Amendment and Freedom of
Religion play in the court’s decision. To offer guidance in analyzing organization governing
documents, the e-book also includes sample policies:

● Sample Church By-Law Provision – Statement on Marriage and Sexuality;
● Sample Church Facility Usage Policy Provision;
● Sample Church Marriage Policy Provision;
● Sample Church Membership Covenant Provision; and
● Sample church Employment Handbook Provision.

Churches are encouraged to utilize these samples when reviewing their own governing
documents and make adjustments where appropriate based on the church’s beliefs and
practices. The final feature of the Religious Expression And Your Church e-book is three
claim scenario examples. The claims scenarios included in the e-book describe situations in
which this coverage could be helpful to the organization. Clearly, there are many facets to
consider when comparing your rights as a house of worship and the impact practicing those
rights may have on an individual.


